Screening Toolkit

Hosting a BROKEN PLACES Public Screening Event
Documentaries have the ability not only to educate, but also to generate engagement that extends beyond
the screening. The first thing a viewer will want to do after watching a powerful film is talk about it.
Screening events facilitate meaningful debate, reflection, and subsequent action. The following
suggestions will provide you with the tools you need to host the most successful event possible.
Create goals for the event
What do you hope to achieve as a result of your event? To increase awareness or knowledge? Change
attitudes or behavior? Help people network in ways that spark energy and ongoing connection? Being
clear about your goals will make it easier to decide how to structure the event, target publicity and evaluate
results.
Outreach for partner organizations
BROKEN PLACES documents the devastating impact of early childhood adversity as well as the factors that
foster resilience. Consider inviting partner organizations to co-host your screening in order to reach more
diverse audiences, build coalitions, and share constructive approaches to the problems raised in the film.
These organizations can include groups representing pediatricians, child psychiatrists and psychologists,
neurobiologists, social workers, policy makers, educators, service providers, juvenile justice officials, child
welfare organizations, early childhood centers, advocacy groups, and other child development
stakeholders.
Plan ahead
Choose a screening date at least several weeks out to secure the best location, find partner organizations,
and publicize the event widely.
Make sure the structure of the event fits your goals
Do you need an outside facilitator, translator or sign language interpreter? Who are the local experts on the
topic who should be present? Will you have a panel presentation, a structured Q&A session, or just an
open discussion? Try to gather a group of people who have different opinions on the subject. If all sides
are fairly represented, the discussion will be much stronger and have more impact.

Select a venue
Is your screening location comfortable enough for viewers to sit through a feature-length film? Does it allow
for an inclusive discussion? Is the building wheelchair accessible and easily reachable by public
transportation? Does it have the appropriate screening equipment for the size of your audience? The best
locations are those that regularly host film screenings, such as school auditoriums, church meeting rooms,
public libraries, and community centers . Be sure to test equipment before the day of your event.
Choose a facilitator
The facilitator plays an important role in creating an environment in which people feel respected, safe, and
encouraged to share their opinions about sensitive topics. University professors, journalists, and
professionals from community organizations can provide background knowledge about the subject matter,
maintain a neutral position, and move discussion forward.
Publicity
The BROKEN PLACES EPK has materials to help you publicize your event, including key art, one-page
synopsis, and photos. It can be found here.
In addition, use the following communications tools:
Email blasts. Make your invitation short and personal; ask recipients to spread the word
Social media. Set up a Facebook event page; post directly on other walls
Press releases. Contact writers/bloggers/radio hosts who cover the issues directly
Events listings. List the event on newsletters, listservs and online calendars
Post-Screening Discussion
Before planning a long post-screening program, consider the length of the film, especially for evening
events. Since audiences passively absorbed a lot of information during the film, you may want to open the
floor right away to questions, discussion and next steps.
Remind participants that everyone sees through the lens of their own experience
Everyone in the group may have a different view about the film they have just seen, and each may be
accurate. Geography, age, race, religion and socioeconomic class can all have an impact on comfort levels,
speaking styles, and prior knowledge.

End discussion with a plan for action
After an engaging film and a thought-provoking discussion, your viewers will hopefully leave the event
wanting to take action. Provide a wide range of next steps that audiences can take in their communities,
whether they are new to the subject, have limited time or resources, or are seasoned activists.
Collect feedback and sign-in sheets
Remind viewers to fill-out feedback forms and sign-in sheets so you can stay in touch, find out more about
community needs, and learn how to improve future events.

Discussion Questions

1. Toxic Stress and the impact of early adversity
1.

What are the most important discoveries in recent years in the field of neurobiology and genetics
that enable us to better understand how early adversity affects the brains of young children?

2. How does early adversity become biologically embedded and influence mental and physical
health outcomes down the road.
3.

How does “the body remember” stress?

4.

Define toxic stress and the difference between the kind of stress that we overcome as part of
healthy development and toxic stress.

5. What does serve and return mean, and why is it important to healthy development?
6. What is mal-adaptive behavior and why is it a normal response to toxic stress?
2. ACEs
1.

What are ACEs?

2. What are the 10 questions on the ACEs questionnaire, and how are ACE scores correlated with
various downstream outcomes.
3.

When the ACE study was released, what was your reaction to the findings? Even though you
understood the correlations, were you surprised by the data?

4.

What did the ACE study have to say about the correlations between adversity and substance
abuse, crime, teen pregnancy, welfare dependency, obesity, heart disease, cancer, and premature
death?

3. Resilience
1.

Briefly define resilience.

2. How is resilience different than grit?
3.

Hemmingway said “The world breaks everyone, but afterwards many are strong at the broken
places.” What does that observations mean to you?

4.

How can we use behavioral measurements in young children to assess their vulnerability to
excessive stress activation or toxic stress?

5. What is executive function, and how can it be measured?

6. Explain how early adversity impacts executive function.
7.

Why is executive function so critical to healthy development and later success in school and life?

8. Can executive function be taught and learned? How?
9. Some people think resilience is innate. Explain how our environment in early childhood as well as
our genetic make-up determine how we respond to adversity.
10. Explain the most important factors that foster resilience, starting with a nurturing parent-child
relationship.
11. How can we foster resilience in the absence of a consistent, caring adult?
12. Explain the importance of early intervention from the standpoint of brain development.
4. Genetics
1.

What is the difference between our genes and our epigenome?

2. How does toxic stress turn on or off certain genes, triggering various mental and physical health
outcomes?
3.

Does nurturing from a caring adult alter the epigenome?

4.

What is the significance of “critical periods” when certain genes can be turned on or off?

5. Explain how our epigenome is altered by a harsh environment or nurturing environment and how
those alterations can be passed down to the next generation, as in the case of Yvonne to Bobby,
and to Bobby’s son, Jeremiah.
6. Do our genes or does our environment determine our destiny? Or is the interaction between the
two all-important is shaping life outcomes?
7.

Are some children more susceptible than others to toxic stress? In other words, are some children
more like orchids and need a great deal of nurturing while others are like dandelions and can
thrive in harsh environments)

8. How can we determine which children have high sensitivity or reactivity versus children with low
reactivity or sensitivity?
9. If we determine that a child has high sensitivity or reactivity to stress, does that mean that we
should target our interventions to these children?
10. Describe the characteristics of the highly sensitive or reactive child - the orchid - and his or her
response to both a nurturing as well as a stressful environment.
11. Describe the characteristics of the child with low sensitivity or reactivity to stress – the dandelion
child – and his or her response to both a nurturing as well as a stressful environment.
5. Biomarkers for Toxic Stress and Resilience
1.

What are the most promising ways to measure children experiencing heightened stress activation
or toxic stress: measuring cortisol levels in hair or saliva: measuring inflammation or isoprotein

levels in urine; taking buchal swabs to map key sections of a child’s genome; using saliva to
measure telomere length; using EEG studies to measure brain responses to stimuli; or conducting
executive function testing?
2. Do you foresee a day when reliable biomarkers will permit doctors to screen for toxic stress during
routine pediatric visits?
3.

What are telomeres and alleles, and how can they be measured to determine if a child is suffering
from excessive stress activation?

4.

What are the implications for public policy of having a reliable biomarker that can identify children
with excessive stress activation ? Will these biomarkers enable caregivers to target interventions
to those children most at-risk?

5. What is the overall significance of these latest breakthroughs in neurobiology?
6. Models for Early Intervention
1.

There are countless models for early childhood interventions to promote healthy child
development, but what are the characteristics that most successful approaches share?

2. What does it mean to have trauma-informed professionals interacting with children (doctors,
teachers, police, judges, child welfare workers, etc)
3.

Describe the achievement gap in poor neighborhoods around the country, and

4.

Are we throwing away the potential of millions of children?

5. Can early childhood intervention reduce that gap?
6. Describe the role that structural racism plays in trapping families in poverty.
7.

How do early intervention programs actually saving public dollars (fewer kids in special ed, held
back a grade, fewer behavioral problems, higher graduation rates, college attendance, etc.).

8. Is there any significant data on the success of early intervention programs?
9. Explain why you get “more bang for the buck” by intervening early.
7. Social and Economic Cost of childhood adversity
1.

Can we quantify the social and economic cost of toxic stress?

2. Can we characterize the savings our society could reap if we are able to intervene early with
children at risk to mitigate the damage caused by toxic stress?
3.

Is poverty hazardous to your health?

4.

There is no easy fix for poverty – no poverty pill – so how can we hope to eliminate the risks that
children growing up in poverty face?

5. If having a consistent caring adult is the key to healthy development, what can be done in the
absence of that kind of love and support?

6. What are the most significant studies that demonstrate substantial savings from early childhood
education and intervention. (Ypsilanti, Michigan Perry Pre-school, Chapel Hill, Chicago, and Elmira))
7.

If people are not persuaded that investing in early childhood development and education is the
morally right thing to do, do you think a hard-nosed economic argument will be more persuasive?

8. Why is early childhood development low or non-existent on most lists of how to improve economic
development? And, how can we change that?
9. How can we take what we know about early childhood intervention and education to scale?
10. How do our early child development policies and practices compare with other countries?
11. Is early adversity something that impacts children in all socio-economic classes and not just
children growing up in poverty?
12. In the face of overwhelming evidence that early childhood interventions work, why do we seem to
be moving away from public investment in children? (Why are we willing to pay for incarceration
but not prevention?)
8. Danny and Raymond Jacobs
1.

The story of Danny and Raymond is a good example of siblings having very different outcomes
from growing up in a stressful household. They each had different fathers that neither of them
knew, and their mother became addicted to crack and abandoned them to fend for themselves
when they were at different stages of their development. Can you explain what might account for
their different experiences as young adults?

2. Is it possible that Danny had more protective factors going for him, making him less susceptible to
the damage in his stressful environment?
3.

Is it possible that Raymond’s response to stress may have affected his epigenome in a way that
triggered a psychotic break later in life?

9. Bobby and Yvonne Gross
1.

27 years ago we filmed Dr. Brazelton’s interaction with Bobby Gross, a 5-year old showing
aggressive, anti-social behavior and being left behind in school. Dr. Brazelton predicted a bleak
future for Bobby based on his clinical experience. How has neurobiology and genetics advanced
in 3 decades in ways that now enable us to understand scientifically what Dr. Brazelton understood
from clinical experience?

2. What cost has society had to bear for Bobby’s multiple problems?
3.

Bobby grew up in a chaotic environment of violence, extreme poverty, and neglect. Explain how
that environment impacted his brain, his epigenome, his development, and subsequent problems
in life.

4.

Given your understanding of the profound impact of the mother-child relationship’s impact on our
epigenome, what could be done on a policy level to ensure healthier development for susceptible
children at risk like Bobby?

5. What is the cost to society of our failure?
6. Yvonne, Bobby’s mother, suffered profound neglect, physical abuse, and sexual molestation
starting at age 6. As a child, Yvonne had no models for how to nurture her own children. Given her
depression (she tried to kill herself) as well as her other chronic conditions (hypertension, 2
strokes, cervical cancer, chronic pain – fibromyalgia etc.), what can we say about the correlation
between her traumatic childhood and her later diseases and disabilities?
7.

What do we now understand about the likelihood that Bobby inherited some of his mother’s
characteristics including his sensitivity to stress.

8. Bobby has a son is foster care with multiple disabilities stemming from cerebral palsy. (The mother
was using a lot of street drugs) What does this 3rd generation of impairment and disability say
about how the effects of adversity get passed down from one generation to another?
10. Daniella Rin Hover
1.

Daniella is our poster child of resilience. What does the science and the field of epigenetics tell us
about why she keeps bouncing back from adversity?

2. Can we speculate that Daniella is not highly reactive or sensitive to stress in her environment. Is
her resilience partially a function of low reactivity or low sensitivity to stress?
3.

What’s the difference between resilience and grit?

4.

Can this difference in biological sensitivity to stress or epigenetic make-up can help explain why
one child in a family is able to thrive while another child in the same family is struggling.

5. Daniella says she hates the word resilience, because it distracts from the effort and choices she
makes to overcome the obstacles she encounters. Do you agree with her?
6. Daniella talked about self-medicating with food and Veasna self-medicating with alcohol. Is this
so-called mal-adaptive behavior an understandable response to stress?

BROKEN PLACES Outreach Screening Questionnaire
Screening Date: __________________________________________________________________
Organized By: ___________________________________________________________________
Screening Location: _______________________________________________________________
Screening Address: ________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
Number of Attendees: _______________________________
Description of Attendees (staff members, professionals, educators, etc.):
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
Panelists (if applicable) - Name, Title, Organization:
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
Objective of the Screening:
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

Did the Screening Achieve the Objective? ______________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
Responses to the Film:
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

Please return Screening form and E-mail list by e-mail, fax, or mail to:
Public Policy Productions
PO Box 650
Palisades, NY 10964
Ph: 845-398-2119
E-mail: pppinfo@pppdocs.com
Fax: 845-398-2620
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